[image: image1.png]



Grant Application Cover Sheet

Proposals should be sent to:

Executive Director, GHHS
The Gold Humanism Honor Society
619 Palisade Avenue

Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632

Name of Project:  _____________________________________________
Name of School/Organization: ___________________________________ 
Contact Person


Name: ________________________________________________ 
Title:  _________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________________


Telephone Number:  _____________________________________

Fax Number: ___________________________________________

Email Address:  _________________________________________
Chapter Advisor: ______________________________________________
Amount Requested:  $__________
Date Requested:  _________________
Proposal to Establish a Gold Humanism Honor Society 

At the University of California Davis School of Medicine

Purpose and Function
The University of California Davis School of Medicine endeavors to facilitate the growth of competent, compassionate, culturally sensitive and socially responsible young physicians. Development of and emphasis on the attributes of the humanistic doctor are essential to this process. Although UC Davis does not have a defined humanities curriculum, students are encouraged to develop these attributes through their experiences in medical school. Integrity, excellence, compassion, altruism, respect and empathy are all key parts of the learning process in UC Davis’ Doctoring curriculum in which students participate during the first three years of school, and then have the opportunity to serve as facilitators in their fourth year. These attributes are also modeled by many faculty and residents in clinical clerkships. UC Davis also has a very strong commitment to service. Eighty-five percent of UC Davis medical students volunteer at any of the seven student-run clinics in Sacramento, and the clinics are an integral part of the first two years’ curriculum at UC Davis. 

Establishing a UC Davis chapter of the Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS) would serve both to visibly recognize those students who exemplify humanistic attributes and help to bring to the forefront the formal recognition and further study of humanism within medicine. The chapter would also have a strong service function, with activities such as: 

1) Sponsoring academic events to promote humanism and professionalism in medicine. This could also include eventually introducing a formal humanism curriculum thread to the first and second years of medical school.

2) Continuing in the already strong service tradition at UC Davis, members would also create and implement community outreach projects 

3) Creating a mentorship program in which members act as role models and guides for first and second year students
Nomination and Selection
Third year students will be asked to fill out the Peer Nomination Survey (University of Florida) during the winter of their third year. For each of the six survey questions, students should list three students in their class who best fit the described situations. The situations listed in the Peer Nomination Survey address clinical excellence, humanism, professionalism and commitment to service. The survey results will produce ranking which will guide the Selection Committee in choosing new members of the UC Davis GHHS chapter. 

The Selection Committee will consist of deans, faculty, clerkship directors, and in the future, GHHS members. The students in the top 20-25% of the ranked survey results will first be evaluated for academic standing. The list of students that meet standards for eligibility will then be passed on to the Selection Committee. These candidates will be either asked to submit a written response to a question devised by the committee about humanism in their lives, participate in an interview with current student members, or submit any personal information that may be appropriate and will enable the committee to reach its decision. The Selection Committee will meet in late winter or early spring to review and discuss the nominees, and will select the top 10-15% of candidates. After the final decisions have been made, those selected students will be notified, and then the results will be announced to the medical school. 

Induction Ceremony and Chapter Activities
Once the nomination and selection process has been completed, the new GHHS members will be announced. Chapter members will meet in the early spring to begin to plan activities for the year. The Chapter Advisor will assist the group as needed throughout the year to facilitate completion of the planned activities. 
The induction ceremony will be held in the late spring/early summer. At the ceremony, the founding class of student inductees will be recognized, and there will be a keynote speaker on a topic related to humanism in medicine. The chapter members will also be honored at the spring Senior’s Banquet dinner.

Plans to Institutionalize the Chapter
The initiation of a GHHS chapter at UC Davis School of Medicine will be announced to the university community via a number of avenues. These will include existing web-based newsletters, faculty and student leadership meetings, and departmental meetings. It will also be communicated to all faculty and students electronically. As the UC Davis GHHS chapter progresses and accomplishes both educational and service activities, we anticipate that humanism will become more formally recognized in the School of Medicine, where it has been implicitly fostered for many years. The GHHS chapter will become a visible example of the School of Medicine’s commitment to professionalism and humanism in medicine.  The leadership of the School of Medicine, including the Dean, is dedicated to sustaining the chapter in the long term.
